
TWELVE ANGRY MEN, corr part 3 

 

1.Give details about the defendant  :   

• he is a young 18-year old boy  
• his mother died when he was 9  
• he was sent to an orphanage for 1 ½ year while his father was serving a jail sentence ( a 

term for forgery  
• He lives in a slum / miserable housing = not a happy beginning  
• He is presented like a wild angry killer  
• He is charged with first degree murder : if he is found guilty, will die on the electric chair  

The victim :  

• the boy’s father  
• He was killed using a knife   
• He was stabbed 4 inches into the chest  
• He used to hit his son on the head and kick him  

 
2. Result of the preliminary vote? 

 11 for // 1 against = all but one presume he is guilty  

Juror 8 is the only one who thinks differently (= stands in opposition to everyone else)  

3. Consequences ?  

- Jurors will have to talk to find an agreement / to reach a consensus / to come to a unanimous 

decision  

- they agree to talk for 1 hour  

- most of the jurors are upset about the dissenting vote  

- It is agreed to go round the table so that each man can explain why he believes the young 

man is guilty, hopefully to convince juror 8 to change his mind  

4. Reasons why juror 8 is against?  

- It is not easy to send the boy to death row, he doesn’t really know if he believes the boy is 

innocent or if he believes his story but he has reasonable doubts. That’s why he wants to be 

completely certain of the boy’s guilt before he convicts or acquits .  He thinks that no person, 

regardless on how facts appear, nor how lowly born, deserves to be sentenced to death 

without at least a discussion on the case.  

5. What do we know about the jurors?  

- Not much.  

- They are only men and only white : women and minorities such as Blacks, Asians, Hispanics, 

are excluded from this jury. They are of different ages, jobs and social classes. Some have 

children.   

- No names are mentioned, one is referred to as "Baltimore" because he supports this team, 

another is "the old man", they are anonymous.  

Maybe to make them less humane? To add suspense? Or …? 

 


